
Environmental Assessment will not apply to all 
sites. Instead, these measures apply to those 
areas exhibiting environmental features that 
are Sensitive or Critically Sensitive to oil and 
gas activity (e.g. fragile soils, endangered spe- 
cies, etc.). All new leases would be issued by the 
Montana State Office with only Standard Stipu- 
lations attached for land classified as nonsensi- 
tive. Additional stipulations to minimize dam- 
age from development would be added to land 
areas classified as sensitive. 
Current sensitive or special stipulation areas 
include: Fort Meade Recreation Area, Belle 
Fourche Reservoir, Belle Fourche Airport, and 
Missouri River Area. These areas encompass 
about 7,000 acres of federal surface oil or miner- 
als. 
In the Resource Area, stipulations at the time of 
lease are proposed by area personnel. The Sur- 
face Protection Specialist and Resource Special- 
ists attach mitigation to individual drilling 
permits at the time of the predrill inspection by 
utilizing the range of measures proposed in the 
Programmatic EA necessary to protect the fea- 
tures found in the area. 

ment stage in the Application for Permit to Drill 
(APD) required by Operating Order No. 1 and 
Operating Plan required by Notice to Lessees 
(NTL) No. 6. 

Methods of seedbed preparation and seed mix- 
tures can be left open until the time the actual 
rehabilitation operation is begun. However, 
where special species such as hard to find native 
seed, special seedings, or tree or shrub planting 
are anticipated, it should be stipulated at the 
time of approval of the Application for Permit to 
Drill. 
The Programmatic Oil and Gas EA is used as a 
general guide. The need for using special stipu- 
lations must be supported by site specific analy- 
sis. This documentation will be included in the 
lease file. 

Appendix presents the existing standard 
BLM package‘ This package 
represents an effort to a listing Of the 
most often used mitigating measures. For that 
reason, the reader should note that Appendix F 
does not contain a complete listing of mitigating 
measures. 
Special lease stipulations limit the lessee’s nor- 
mal enjoyment of the lease. Examples are when 
portions of the lease cannot be occupied or can- 
not be used during certain parts of the year for 
wildlife, watershed, or other reasons or when 
certain roads cannot be used, etc., or when spe- 
cial situations are evident at the time of lease 
issuance which will require unique OrunusuallY 
expensive steps by the lessee. Some special 
situations could involve extremely unstable 
formations, extremely high pressure water 
flows, or identified critical habitat for threat- 
ened or endangered species. 
Stipulations for normal environmental situa- 
tions such 8s access road location, design’ and 
construction; construction materials; drill site 
and uevelopment facilities layout and construc- 
tion; waste disposal; water Supply; and Protec- 
tion O r  recovery of cultural resources; Proper 
engineering techniques; visual resource consid- 
erations; steps necessary for quick and success- 
ful reclamation, wildlife habitat protection, 
facility location, required soil or water testing; 
etc., will be covered during the lease develop- 
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APPENDIX E: OIL AND GAS 
LEASING PROGRAM 
IMPACT SUMMARY 
Proposed Action I 

The following summary presents the impactsconsidered most significant within each envir-
onmentalcomponentas a resultoftheResource 
Area,s oil and gas leasing program (proposed
action) as summarized in the Management Gui- 
dance Common to All Alternatives section in 
Chapter 2 of this RMP. The reader may refer to 
the environmental impact assessment in Chap-
ter 2 of the Miles City District Oil and Gas EA 
for a detailed analysis. That document is on file 
at the Miles City District Office. 

Geology 
Impacts could Occur on paleontological features 
within the study area resulting from the full 
range of surface disturbing actionsassociated 
with oil and gas activities. 

Soils 
Impacts would result in certain areas depending 
upon slope, rainfall, inherent soil characteris- 
tics, and vegetative cover. Soil productivity 
would be lessened from compaction, use of infe- 
rior fill material and spillage of fuel, drilling 
fluids, and crude oil. 

Topography 
No significant impacts are expected. 



APPENDIX F: OIL AND GAS 
LEASE STIPULATIONS 
Cultural and Paleontological Resources-The 
Federal Surface Management Agency (SMA) is 
responsible for assuring that the leased lands 
are examined to determine if cultural resources 
are present and to specify mitigation measures. 
Prior to undertaking any surface-disturbing 
activities on the lands covered by this lease, the 
lessee or operator, unless notified to the con- 
trary by the SMA, shall: 
1. Contact the appropriate SMA to determine 
if a site specific cultural resource inventory is 
required. If an  inventory is required, then; 
2. Engage the services of a cultural resource 
specialist acceptable to the SMA to conduct a 
cultural resource inventory of the area of pro- 
posed surface disturbance. The operator may 
elect to inventory an  area larger than the area of 
proposed disturbance to cover possible site relo- 
cation which may result from environmental or 
other consideratiohs. An acceptable inventory 
report is to be submitted to the SMA for review 
and approval no later than that time when an  
otherwise complete application for approval of 
drilling or subsequent surface disturbing opera- 
tion is submitted. 
3. Implement mitigation measures required by 
the SMA. Mitigation may include the relocation 
of proposed lease-related activities or other pro- 
tective measures such as testing salvage and 
recordation. Where impacts to cultural resour- 
ces cannot be mitigated to the satisfaction of the 
SMA, surface occupancy on that area must be 
prohibited. 
The lessee or operator shall immediately bring 
to the attention of the SMA any cultural or 
paleontological resources discovered as a result 
of approved operations under this lease, and not 
disturb such discoveries until directed to pro- 
ceed by the SMA. 
Endangered or Threatened Species-The SMA 
is responsible for assuring that the leased land 
is examined prior to undertaking any surface- 
disturbing activities to determine effects upon 
any plan or animal species, listed or proposed 
for listing as endangered or threatened, or their 
habitats. The findings of this examination may 
result in some restrictions to the operator’s 
lands or even disallow use and occupancy that 
would be in violation of the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 by detrimentally affecting endan- 
gered or threatened species or their habitats. 
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Vegetation 
Impacts would result from the direct destruction 
of plant cover from all phases of oil and gas 
activities. The area-specific magnitude of 
impacts depends upon slope, climatic condi- 
tions, soils, and vegetative types involved. 

Water 
Possible impacts to the hydrologic features 
include increased sediment yield and reduced 
water output and quality from wells and 
springs. Downstream contamination is possible
in certain areas, particularly on or near flood- 
plains if an  oil spill occurs. 

Wildlife 
Road construction and pad construction, result- 
ing in habitat and forage loss and increased 
levels of human activity during all phases of oil 
and gas work would impact animals. Human 
intrusions into critical winter range or breeding 
areas during high use periods can have serious 
impacts on certain species. 

Recreation 
Only minor direct impacts are expected. 

Prehistoric and Historic Features 
Major impacts to cultural features could include 
loss of spatial association of artifacts and the 
destruction of the artifacts themselves, particu- 
larly in areas of known high site density. 

Economic and Social Conditions 
Economic and social impacts would center 
around population growth in  communities 
which do not have excess housing and service 
(schools, sewage treatment, water supply, etc.) 
capacity. Peak impacts would occur during the 
labor intensive development phase. 

Land Use 
Land use impacts would involve conflicting 
land uses near communities which could expe- 
rience expansion as a result of oil and gas activ-
ity and reductions in forage and agricultural 
production. 
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